372	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
Fragrance came back with two pills. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing made
her heat the ^wine.. He took off the outer wax. There was a
golden pill inside it. He gave it to Tower of Jade.
"Now heat another cup of wine for me/' he said to Frag-
rance. "I am going to take some medicine myself."
Tower of Jade lookqd at him. "You dirty creature! If you
are going to take medicine, go somewhere else to do it. What
do you think you're going to do here? You've decided Fm not
going to die just yet, so you think you'll begin your tricks.
In spite of all the pain I've had, you are ready to begin. No,
I'll have none of it."
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing laughed. "Very well, my dear. I won't take
any medicine. We'll go to bed."
When she had taken the pill, they went to bed. Hsi-men
Ch'ing fondled her soft breasts. With one hand he pressed
her sweet nipples, and, with the other, drew her^white neck
closer.
"How do you feel now that you've taken the pill?" he said.
"Not so bad as I did, but still bad enough."
"Don't worry," Hsi-mfen said, "you'll soon be better. To-
day, while you were out, I gave Lai Hsing fifty taels of silver.
We are going to give a banquet for Sung the day after to-
morrow. On the first of next month we must burn paper
offerings, and, on the third, we must devote a couple of days
to entertaining people. We can't accept presents and give
nothing in return."
"What do I care whether you have people coming or not?"
Tower of Jade said. "On the twentieth, I am going to get the
boys to settle up the accounts, and I" shall give up this house-
keeping business. You will probably hand it over to Golden
Lotus. It is time she did some work. Only yesterday she was
saying there was nothing very hard about it, and there is no
reason why I should always be bothered with it."
"You shouldn't pay any attention to that little whore,"
Hsi-mSn said. "She is always bragging, but, if she is given
anything of importance to do, she can't do it. If you really
mean to hand it over to her, wait until these parties are
over."
you are very clever, Brother," Tower of Jade said.
;*You pretend you don't love her more than the rest of us, but

